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Despite striking advances in knowledge and understanding of the molecular mechanisms underlying cancer, there has been slow translation of discoveries into advances that improve lives and extend survival. A likely explanation for this apparent paradox is the fact that the paths through which basic discoveries are translated into new and more effective treatments and diagnostics are complex and lengthy, and as a whole Europe lacks a unified vision and strategy to effectively fight the disease in partnership.

To improve the current situation it will be necessary to create a vision for cancer research that takes into account both EU and national priorities as well as to increase research coordination at national, regional and EU level. Moreover, we must ensure that science policy makers acknowledge the value of long-term research and that appropriate legal and ethical frameworks are developed to encourage collaboration between all stakeholders in the cancer continuum. Bridging the gap between basic and clinical research, creating and improving infrastructures (biobanks, cancer registries, bioinformatics, clinical trial units, etc.), facilitating the collaboration between industry and academia are issues that require urgent action from both the scientific community and policy makers.

The European CanCer Organization (ECCO) with its constituency of 50.000+ professionals in oncology, broad international representation, multidisciplinarity, and its various policy platforms (Oncopolicy Committee, European Academy of Cancer Sciences, the Oncopolicy Forum and its prestigious Congress) is uniquely positioned to provide evidence-based solutions to the above policy issues. For example, ECCO engaged its membership on Horizon 2020 discussions from the outset, has worked with the European Academy of Cancer Sciences to provide independent, high-level scientific advice, has collaborated with the EurocanPlatform on issues of sustainability, has taken a high-profile role in the leadership of the European Partnership Action Against Cancer (EPAAC) research coordination work package, and has created an Alliance with European Biomedical Societies (BioMed Alliance) to deal with broad health research issues. All together, ECCO has played a major role in ensuring an optimal policy environment for cancer research in Europe. 

In this presentation I will showcase ECCO efforts in EPAAC to attract national agencies and private sources into sharing their resources in areas where further research is needed and where coordination across borders is critical. In addition, I will describe the BioMed Alliance efforts to establish a strategic action for health research that recently resulted in the creation of the Scientific Panel for Health in Horizon 2020, a science-led panel that is expected to elaborate scientific input, contribute to the definition of research and innovation priorities, identify bottlenecks and opportunities, and foster stronger collaboration of all relevant stakeholders across the Union. For the first time a political agreement has been reached on the need for a comprehensive and long-term scientific strategy to accelerate research and facilitate innovations.
